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We know from the roll calls of Captain Robert Spotswood's company of the Virginia Regiment that John Cooley and Richard Goode enlisted at Caroline County, Virginia on September 11, 1755.
,
 Two days later, John Pedder, a 47 year old planter, enlisted at Spotsylvania, Captain Spotswood's ancestral home. (Pedder a one-time English convict, had been transported to Virginia as an indentured servant in 1728.)

The Geography of Slavery in Virginia is an online database of colonial newspaper advertisements for runaway slaves and indentured servants.
 Richard Goode was of an old Virginia plantation family and was known later to have owned slaves in North Carolina. Might there be something respecting Richard or his family in the database? He and John Cooley emigrated to Town Fork Settlement in North Carolina fifteen years after their enlistment and remained closely associated until Goode's death in 1801. Might the database tell me anything more about their relationship? Are there any clues about the level of acquaintanceship they had with others in Spotswood's company? Like Pedder, had  any other of their comrades been indentured servants?

Unfortunately, nothing is found in the database for the name Good / Goode / Goad, nor of John Pedder.  But I did find mention of a John Cooley of  Hampton County, Virginia in a 1781 advertisement. Hamden, one of several slaves recovered from the British galley, Cornwallis, stated that he was Cooley's property.
 My John had been in North Carolina for at least a full decade by this time. It's unlikely that he and the slave owner were the same man. However, this is the first record I've seen indicating that Hampton County may have been a seat of an 18th century Cooley family.

A 1775 advertisement regarding another John Cooley—an ad once lost to me but now found because of this assignment—describes him as one of  “seven English servant men” of Harford county Maryland, “about 22 years of age, by trade a plaisterer [sic], about five feet eight inches high, round faced, and well set.”
 This man is too young to have been my John and, again, is in the wrong place. But the notice provides some justification to my notion that Cooleys were not immune from transportation to the colonies!

A search for “Spotsylvania” lists 56 advertisements for runaway slaves and servants, a sampling that is too large for the present project. Likewise, a search for “Carolina County” provides 71 hits—articles I'll closely explore at a later date.

The name Spotswood is found in six advertisements, from 1738 to 1795. Of particular interest is an ad dated December 12, 1755—three months after the enlistment of Cooley, Goode and Pedder. Several men had deserted from the Virginia Regiment at Fort Cumberland, including “Benjamin Head, inlisted [sic] by Capt. Spotswood.”
 Indeed, Benjamin appears on Spotswood's payroll of October of that year. Like Pedder, he enlisted on September 13, indicating that he was also from Spotsylvania.

The earliest Spotswood entry dates to 1738, advertising the runaway Joshua Dean, “convicted of counterfeiting the Paper Stamps at Home [and] transported to the Plantations for Life.” He was a servant for Alexander Spotswood, described as “Post Master General of America.”
 Spotswood had earlier been the Lieutenant Governor of Virginia and was the father of our Captain Robert. He died in 1740. The captain died in a skirmish in 1756 and his brother, Col. John Spotswood, was killed in 1758. The Colonels Spotswood referred to in the remaining notices were likely descendants of John. 

The descriptions of runaway servants and slaves in Geography of Slavery are extremely colorful. Such descriptions  seem to have been common at the time, often appearing, for instance, in the payrolls of the Virginia Regiment and in courthouse proceedings. In a period lacking any common and practical pictorial representation of most people, these descriptions would have been quite useful. Much can be judged in the notices about the relationship between master and runaway, often described as being seen “lurking” near some plantation or another. Unfortunately, I found no such revealing details about John Cooley or Richard Goode. 

But my cursory search of Geography of Slavery did turn up some useful information. I now know something about Benjamin Head, with whom Cooley and Goode had served, and I've learned something about two other John Cooleys of the era. These are small details, but they help add some flesh to the lives of men who rarely appear in the public record.

�	. Lloyd DeWitt Brockstruck, “Pay Roll of Capt. Robert Spotswood's Company, 16 Oct, 1755,” Virginia's Colonial Soldiers (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 1988), 53.


�	. Brockstruck, “Roll of Capt. Robert Spotswood's Company, 13 July, 1756,” Virginia's Colonial Soldiers, 79.


�	. “Old Bailey Proceedings punishment summary, Ann Bark, John Lefever, Sarah Bricklow, 4th December 1728,” The Proceedings of the Old Bailey, 1674-1913, http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/ (accessed September 4, 2011).


�	. The Geography of Slavery in Virginia, http://www2.vcdh.virginia.edu/gos/ (accessed September 4, 2011).


�	. Ibid., ”Virginia Gazette (Dixon & Nicolson), Richmond, March 3, 1781.” 


�	. Ibid., “Virginia Gazette (Purdie), Williamsburg, April 21, 1775.”


�	. Ibid., “Virginia Gazette (Hunter), Williamsburg, December 12, 1755.” 


�	.  Ibid., “Virginia Gazette (Parks), Williamsburg, From August 4 to August 11, 1738.” 





