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William Scott Cooley

1840 Polk County, Missouri Census

Mathias Cooley
1 male under age of 5

James




1 male 20 to 30

Mathias




1 female 20 to 30

Martha

c. 1847 – 1848 – Mathias Cooley and family move to Arkansas.

1850 Izard County, Arkansas Census


October 2, 1850

White River Township – Lawson E Resson enumerator

Family 266; dwelling 266

Cooley, Mathias
38
No occupation noted


Missouri


Martha

26





Missouri


James

10
attending school


Missouri


Polly

  8
attending school


Missouri


William 
  6
attending school


Missouri


Pleasant
  4





Missouri


John

  2





Arkansas


Thomas
9/12





Arkansas

Note:  It appears that the William noted on the census above is not William Scott Cooley and would have been sixteen in the 1860 census.  I theorize that William died c. 1854 and that Scott was named William Scott in his memory. 

c. 1855 – William Scott Cooley is born to Matthias Cooley and Martha Whitney.  Mathias M. Cooley was the son of James Cooley (born June 12, 1772 at Oldfield Creek, Stokes, North Carolina) and Elizabeth Jane Goode born Townfork Creek, Missouri.  Mullinixtree Database, posting by Vickie Thomas, July 26, 2004.

August 27, 1856 – A bill is passed authorizing creation of Jack County from parts of Grayson, Fannin and Cooke Counties.

July 4, 1857 – Jack County’s first election is held.

June 11, 1860 – Comanches raid Young County on Hubbard’s Creek where it enters the Clear Fork of the Brazos River.  Joseph Browning is killed and his brother Frank “shot so full of arrows that it seemed he could not live.” 138  2    

July 17, 1860





Jack County, Texas Census

Jacksboro – enumerated by C. A. Williams

Dwelling 652; family 660









Per Estate

Mathias Cooly

45 M


Farmer

400

Kentucky

Martha
      “

40 F






      Do

Mary         “

19 F






Missouri

Pleasant    “

13 M






      Do

John          “

10 M






      Do

Thomas    “

  7 M






      Do

Frank        “

  6 M






      Do

Scott         “

  5 M






      Do

Aerinn ?   “

  4 F






      Do

Pollie        “

4/12 F






Texas

Sephrona  “

  8 F






Missouri

Calvin    “

  3 M






      Do

1860 – “Some time previous to the killing of my father [July 1860], the Indians had murdered a man named Cooley, our nearest neighbor, three miles away.” – Recollections of Joe Chapman.  Chapman was living in Jack County, nine miles north of Jacksboro, at the time.  The man in question was T. Tooley based on a petition from the citizens of Jack County to General William T. Sherman.  Hunter, J. Marvin editor.  The Trail Drivers of Texas.  Austin, Texas:  University of Texas Press.  1985.  Reprint of the 1924 edition. 414
February 23, 1861 – Jack County votes 51 to 14 not to secede from the Union.
Inscription on headstone at Oakwood Cemetary, Jacksboro, Texas

MACK COOLEY

BORN 

FEB. 1, 1818

DIED

MAY 26, 1870

Gone but not forgotten


“This remiinds me that Mr. Roan Cooly, father of Tom Cooly, was killed in a cowcamp in 1872 or ’73 by a man whose name I forget, who had but a ffew days previous married Mr. Cooly’s daughter.  A Mr. Jiim Cooley, son of Roan Cooley, with the cow outfit, with some other cowboys, pursued the man and killed him the night soon after killing Mr. Cooly.  The man was discovered among the cow horses, presumably to secure himself a better mount as he was riding a sorry horse.” – Thomas F. Horton, History of Jack County Being Accounts of Pioneer Times, Excerpts from County Court Records, Indian Stories, Biographical Sketches and Interesting Events, Jacksboro, Texas:  Gazette Publishing Co., no date 124 – 125.

Flake’s Daily Bulletin






July 4, 1871
Tuesday


From August 1859, to April 1871, one hundred and nine persons have been killed by Indians in Jack county, three wounded, and three captured, besides many others whose names are not given.  And yet the United States government claims these savages and cruel murderers as its wards, and furnishes them, not only with food and clothing, but in many instances, with arms and ammunitions of war.  Not only this, but she has virtually denied the right to the State to protect her own citizens.  The subjects of Great Britain are protected in their lives, liberty and property; but what shall be said of us, who live under the best government the world ever know. – [Frontiersman.]

Quoted from the Gatesville Frontiersman.
Kellogg’s Journal




June 25, 1872


“2:30 P.M. arrive at deserted farm house, the owner Cooly having left it because of Indian depredations & stealing all his stock – large fields of splendid corn in tassel awaiting the reapers hand.  We go stuck here sometime in the deepbed of a dry brook – all sand.” – Llerena Friend, ed., M. K. Kellogg’s Texas Journal 1872, Austin, Texas:  University of Texas Press, 1967, 84.

Kellogg’s Journal





June 27, 1872


“’Pleasant Cooley’ the young farmer here is now sitting by me and giving me notes.  His father was killed last year by a white boy – and he was killed by some men on the farm as revenge.  Cooley opened this farm last winter and the corn crop is finer than anything he ever saw.  Corn is worth $2 per bushel at his door.  It was he who killed the Indian whose bones graced the tree we passed yesty.  He – Cooley – had lost a mare & colt and in hunting the thieves came upon a body of Indians with the horses, among which he recognized his own.  A fire commenced between the parties which resulted in the killing of two Indians and capture of two horses.  Cooley scalped one – the other was dragged off by his fellows.  The scalp was of long black hair, the scalp lock braided in with the beautiful locks of a white woman reaching to the waist.  He took the scalp to ----- as proof that Indians were really killed in this region, a thing doubted by legislators.  The horses Cooley got were not his own and soon disappeared – by theft or otherwise.  So that he is left without a single horse or mule – only the pig is capable of holdinghis own against the Indians . .  – Llerena Friend, ed., M. K. Kellogg’s Texas Journal 1872, Austin, Texas:  University of Texas Press, 1967, 86 - 87.  

Letter, Barbara Ledbetter to David Johnson


May 13, 1993

“Yes, the Cooleys are well covered in my INDIAN RAIDS On Warren Wagon Trains.

“What a gutsy bunch of frontiersmen (my book covers 1871 to 1878.)” 

May 25, 1874 – W. W. Cooley enlists in Company D of the Frontier Battalion.  Wm. Callahan musters him in at Blanco City as a private.  Cooley gives his place of birth as Jack County, Texas and occupation as cowdriver.  He is described as 22 years old, 5 feet 5 inches tall with dark hair, complexion and eyes. –   Muster and Pay Roll, Company D, Texas State Archives.
August 15, 1874 – Cooley resigns as a corporal and remains a private. – Muster and Pay Roll, Company D, Texas State Archives. –   Muster and Pay Roll, Company D, Texas State Archives.
September 14, 1874 – Cooley is paid.  He signs his name “Cooley, W. S.”  This is witnessed by D. W. Roberts.  –   Muster and Pay Roll, Company D, Texas State Archives.
Austin Daily Statesman




November 28, 1874

3; 1

Another Ranger-Indian Fight. – Five In-

dians Killed and one Captured.


On Saturday morning last, a portion of Major Jone’s escort and a detachment of Capt. Perry’s company encamped on Elm creek, in Menard county, and about one hundred and sixty miles west of this city, encountered a party of nine Indians with the above result.  The Indians came down Elm within a few miles of camp, and, running in on a beef detail of two men, Scott Cooley and Billy Trawic (sic), opened fire upon them, when they fled to camp in hot haste, pursued by the Indians, who fired several shots, Cooley returning the fire.  The Indians were immediately pursued, and overtaken after a gallop of about twelve miles, when a running fight took place, the Indians being at a disadvantage because of the superior numbers of the rangers.  The Indians would occasionally halt to mae a standing fight but the showering bullets soon put them to flight at break-neck speed, rough & rocky places having no terrors for them.  Five Indians were killed and one captured, together with their horses, arms, bows and arrows, shields, etc.  The captured Indian, a Comanche, was brought to the city yesterday by a detail of six rangers, and as he passed up the Avenue in wild Indian costume, strapped to a mule, all eyes were turned to him, and large crowds of people followed him to the Capitol grounds, where the red warrior was gazed upon by hundred of curious eyes.  The captured Indian ran about two miles after his horse was shot from under him, but seeing he would be caught, he turned back to the men, fell upon his knees and, throwing up his hands, shouted “bueno amigo,” which is “me good friend.” The Indian, who is now in jail, will, we understand, be sent back t camp, and perhaps then tried by a court martial.  If so, we wouldn’t give much for his chance.  The boys brought some fresh scalps with them and they report that Scott Cooley, who was fired at and run into camp, not only cut a wounded Indian’s throat, but stripped a large piece of skin from his back, saying that he would make a quirt out of it.

The following is the official report of Major John B. Jones regarding the fight:

HEADQUARTERS FRONTIER BATTALION,

AUSTIN, TEXAS, November 24, 1874

Gen. W. Steele, Adjutant General:

Sir – I have the honor to report that on the twenty-first instant, Lieut. Roberts, with a detachment from Capt. Perry’s company, and Lieut. Beavert, with a detachment from my escort, came upon a party of nine Indians in the southern part of Menard county, having followd their trail for several miles, going in the direction of Mason.  They immediately gave the Indians chase, and in a running fight of several miles killed five and captured one, together with their horses, arms and equipments.  Three of Lieut. Roberts’ horses being wounded, and all of the broken down, he was forced to abandon the chase, but at last accounts, Lieut. Beavert, with a few men well mounted were in close pursuit of the other three, with fair prospects of coming up with them, as they had an open country to run over.

No men were killed or wounded on our side.

The Indians were Comanches.

The prisoner will arrive in this city tomorrow to be disposed of as the Governor may direct.






JOHN B. JONES






Major Commanding Frontier Battalion 

Austin Daily Statesman




November 28, 1874

3; 2


“LITTLE BULL.” – Yesterday, in company with General Steele, we visited the captured Indian in the county jail, where he had been placed temporarily for safe keeping.  A Mexican, who had been a captive among the Comanches for three years, was found, who volunteered as interpreter, and it was expected we would have a grand old interview.  We found him in the cell, with a number of other prisoners, and the Mexican made an attempt to carry on a conversation with him through the bars.  It was soon discovered this promised nothing, and he was brought out into what is called thye run-a-round, where there was more light.  The Mexican commenced by assuring the captive we were all friends and that he need entertain no fears, but to nearly all his questions there was jno reply, except a grunt.  He said he was a Comanche, that his name was Little Bull, and that he was from Frt Sill; that he and his companions had come from there on mules to our frontier, and that they were five days in coming out.  He signified his desire to go back to Fort Sill.  This little was gotten from him with difficulty, he showing all the time much apprehension about his position.  The interpreter often called his attention to the fact that we desired to do him no harm.  We desired him to understand that having pencil and paper, we desired to write to his people in regard to his whereabouts, but he seemed civilized enough to understand this to be a hoax.  He was evidently very much frightened, and when the interview was finally ended with so little satisfaction, he stepped hastily back into the cell with an air which seemed to express that there was mjore safety in that place than outside among the curious visitors.  It was the opinion that probably twelve hours more of confinement will make him more communicative.  So much for our interview with this young protégé of the nation.
December 20, 1874 – Scott Cooley is discharged as a Texas Ranger having served six months and 20 days. 7 –   Muster and Pay Roll, Company D, Texas State Archives.
Frontier Echo (Jacksboro, Texas) 


August 25, 1875

2: 2


Shot and Killed by a Stranger.  San Antonio.  Aug. 18 1875 – The Freie presse has the following:  John Wohrly, of Mason county, while working on a well on the 10 inst was approached by a stranger on horse back asking for a piece of rope to tie up his gun, which was given and Wohrly resumed his work.  While engaged in drawing up his friend Horcutt from the well the stranger fired at him, shooting him through the head, killing him instantly.  Harcutt fell back to the bottom of the well insensible.  The stranger then shot Wohrly six times and scalped him, remounted his horse and fled.  No clue.

Note:  This is the only mention of the Hoo Doo War located in the Frontier Echo.

Executive Record Book




September 6, 1875

July 1875 – June 1877

PROCLAMATION

By the Governor of the State of Texas

$300 Reward

To all whom these presents shall come:  Whereas, it has been made known to me that on the 10th day of August 1875 in the County of Mason, State of Texas, Scott Cooley did murder John A. Whorley, and that said Scott Cooley is now at large and a fugitive from justicwe, Now, therefore, I, Richard Coke, Governor of Texas, byof the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of this State, do hereby offer a reward of three hundred dollars for the arrest and delivery of the said Scott Cooley to the Sheriff of Mason County inside the jail door of said County.


In testimony whereof, I have hereto signed my name and caused the Great Seal of State to be affixed at Austin this 6th day of September A. D. 1875.








(Signed) Richard Coke, Governor

By the Governor:

(Signed) A. W. DeBerry, Secretary of State

Description

Scott Cooley has dark complexion, dark hair, small black eyes, five feet six inches high, legs rather short in proportion to body, has mincing walk, laims to be half Indian.  Was a ranger under Maj. Jno. B. Jones in 1874.

Adjutant General’s Records




October 17, 1875

Texas State Archives








Camp Las Moras








October 17, 1875

Maj. J. B. Jones

Comdg. Batt.

Dear Sir


I’ve just recd the papers by Corpl. Griffin, also your letter by morning mail.  Cooley nor Gladden either one have been at Menardville nor do I think Cooley has been about the old man Jacksons place, they don’t like him very well & if he should make his appearance there they would Inform on him immediately, but I shall try to find out if he’s been there.  I’ve tried to get hay cut & find only one man that can do it and he says he cannot do it for less than $12.00 per ton.  It is split graver [?] who oproposes cut it.  Please let me know by return mail if I shall have any cut at that price.  My forage is about out and if Mr. Namwald sends forage by the 20th to Fort Mason I should to have at least five days forage sent.  If I can get it here in time to feed it before starting down as I will do some scouting & would like to keep up my horses on the mend.  I can store such things as I will not need there & think by that means it will not be necessary to leave any men here.

I’ve recruited men to fill the vacancy in my company.  Did you take Paul Durham’s guns[?]  I should like to have another needle gun as two of my recruits have no suitable guns, also two pistols.  If I can get them.  No special news.

Yr. obt Svt

D. W. Roberts

Comdg Co D

Frontier Bat. 

Austin Daily State Gazette



December 3, 1875

Friday, 2:3: 

Under State News


The notorious outlaws and red-handed murderers of Mason county, Scott Cooley and John Ringgold, were in the town of Mason a few days ago, when Lieutenant Long and a squad of Frontier Rangers attempted their capture, but they fled and escaped. Ringgold's horse fell with him and was captured, but he got away in the brush, though badly hurt, it is thought."

Austin Daily Statesman




January 2, 1876

Sunday


WAR IN BURNET. – Ex-Policeman Johnson returned from Burnet Friday, where he had been to conduct a prisoner, and reports a horrible state of affairs in that town.  The notorious desperado Cooley and one of his companions had been arrested and placed in the Burnet jail, and when Mr. Johnson arrived there about twenty men were dashing about the town threatening to break open the jail, which was being guarded by fifty or more men, and liberating the prisoners.  There was so much excitement in the place in the morning that the sheriff would not receive the prisoner taken up by Mr. Johnson, as he was in constant expectation of an attack.  Later in the day, however, the prisoner was received and Mr. Johnson then started home, meeting many armed men along the road.  A feeling of dread and insecurity for life seemed to pervade the entire community, and strangers were anxious to get out of those parts.

NOTE:  This is directly above an article entitled THE WEEK OF PRAYER.
Houston Daily Telegraph




January 4, 1876

Tuesday  1:5

Special to the Telegraph




Austin, January 3, 1876


Deputy Sheriff Strickland, of Burnet, with escort, reached here yesterday, with Scott Cooley and Ringgold, Mason county desperadoes.

Burnet Bulletin (Texas)




June 6, 1974


This is an excerpt of a letter from Nannie Moore Kinser to her daughter Mrs. Mary Kinser Holland dated May 16, 1949.  In it she writes:  

“I remember when the old courthouse burned, and when the next was built in 1875 – 1876, and now we have the third courthouse I’ve seen.

“Burnet had quite a tough gang in those days.  In the 1870’s John and Mose Beard, George Gladden, John Ringold, Scott Coolie , and the two Cavin brothers.  They terrified Llano and Mason Counties.  Some were killed, some went to the pen, and some left for parts unknown.  I remember Coolie well.  He was a small man but DYNAMITE, and not afraid of anyone.  His hands were smaller than his wrists, and they could not handcuff him.” 

Brenham Banner (Texas)




June 9, 1876


We learn from the Austin Statesman that Scott Cooley, Ringgold and others recently taken from the Lampasas jail, have gone into camp; that they now defy the authorities and that there is no protection for life or property in many places up country.  It is thought that they have gone regularly into the business of horse and cattle stealing.

Letter, Max Gipson to Peter R. Rose



December 12, 1987

Courtesy Pete Rose


“About Scott Cooley[‘]s death, there’s no doubt in my mind about what killed him.  I’ve heard my Mothers folks tell the storm to many times.  Her ancestors cared for him after he came to them for help.  He realized what the trouble was.  There was a Dr Odiarne (sic:  Odionne) living near by and no doubt he knew Cooley had arsenic poisoning.”

Personal Interview with Max Gipson at the Gipson ranch
February 15, 1989

Johnson City, Texas


William David “Wid” Felps was the man who found Cooley in his last illness.  A friend during the Ranger days.  Found Cooley raving in a tree.   Mention of Arch Gipson


Cooley shotgunned Carl Bader.  Pete Bader had sent Carl to Mason on his onw horse to Mason to learn about Worley’s killing.  As he rounded a curve Cooley killed him.  A mistake due to his horse being well known.

Galveston Daily News




June 27, 1876

The notorious Scott Cooley died this morning about one o’clock, at the house of Esquire D. Maddox, nine miles north of Blanco, of brain fever. 
Interview with Max Gipson at the Gipson ranch

February 15, 1989

Johnson City, Texas


William David “Wid” Felps was the man who found Cooley in his last illness.  He was Cooley’s friend during the Ranger days.  Mention of Arch Gipson.  Found Cooley raving in a tree.


Cooley shotgunned Carl Bader.  Peter Bader had sent Carl to Mason on his own horse to learn about Worley’s killing.  As he rounded a curve Cooley killed him.  A mistake due to the horse being well known.

Adjutant General’s Files




July 6, 1877

Letter, Major John B. Jones at Lampasas to Adj. General Wm. Steele

File 401-395(16)

Sir:


I have the honor to report that Sergt. Reynolds with detachment which I left at this place during my recent visit to Austin, has during my absence made three arrests; been called on by, and rendered assistance to the civil authorities of this county three times and to the civil authorities of Burnet Co. twice.  I have some prisoners now (three) arrested in Burnet, by the Sheriff of that county, who are charged with assisting in the jail breaking in this county when Cooley, Ringo and others were released last year.  The authorities are unwilling to entrust them to the Sheriff of this county.


I have from scouts out now, one in pursuit of some fugitives who are supposed to have gone to Eastland in Stephens Countyu, one in Hamilton by request of officials of that county, and one in Llano in search of the Olney party which is reported there.  There has been some alarm and excitement here today in consequence of a report that the Horrells, who left here some two weeks ago, have just returned with a party of twenty well-armed men.  I doubt the truth of the report, but nevertheless have sent out men to look into it and [either ?] arrest or disperse the party if they are in the county.







Respectfully,

Galveston Weekly News




January 21, 1878

2; 8


Ed Brown, one of the parties charged with rescuing Scott Cooley from the Lampasas jail in 1876, was arrested in Menard county and taken to Lampasas where he is in durance vile.

Galveston Weekly News




February 18, 1878

2; 8

Lampasas County


Geo. Gamel was arrested in Mason county last week, accused of being one of the party that broke into our jail in May, 1876, and released Scott Cooley and John Ringo.

1880 Jack County, Texas, Census

Leon L. Moore
W M  35

Stock Raiser
Kentucky 
KY
KY

Fanny S.

W F   30
         Keeping house
Kentucky 
KY
KY


Steward

W M    8



Kentucky
KY
KY

Malcolm

W M    5



Kentucky
KY
KY

Alice S. Lobban
W F   36
          At home

Kentucky
KY
KY

Ebb Cooley

W F   17

Servant
Missouri
---      Ind. Ty.

Fanny B. Merritt
W F   13

Ser5vant
Kentucky
KY
KY

Fanny Merritt is noted as a mulatto.  Alice Lobban is a sister-in-law.


“Frequently, through marriage, the prostitute formalized a liaison with her pimp or saloon owner.  In these arrangements husbands not only tolerated but expected their wives to solicit sex as a means of augmenting the family income.  Brothel operators Oscar Lee and Tom Cooley of Hemphill County, Texas, both married prostitutes in their establishments.  Both women numbered among the regulars scooped up once a month by the authorities.  Tenie Shelton, wife of Oscar Lee, was arrested and convicted at least four different times between July and October 1887. (a)  She fared better than her colleague, Ebb Cooley, wife of Tom Cooley.  Ebb Cooley was arrested on charges related to prostitution no less than thirteen times between 1887 and 1889. (b) A final entry for Ebb Cooley listed her as charged with common prostitution and noted “left town.”  With her in jail at that time was prostitute Cora Cooley, charged with assault to murder. (c)  The jail record offered no clues as to the identity of the new Cooley.  If she were the daughter of Tom and Ebb Cooley, she began her career in the shadow of illustrious parents, both of whom were among the most frequently arrested of the local vice crowd.”

Source:  Daughters of Joy, Sisters of Misery, p. 28.  

(a) Criminal Docket, Hemphill County, Texas:  July 25, 1887 – March 26, 1891, PPHM; July 25, August 23, September 23 and October 22, 1887.

(b) Ibid., July 26, 1887 – May 6, 1889.

(c) Ibid.  Cora Cooley joined the regulars in Hemphill County in 1890; see charges throughout that year, especially Jan. – June 1890.

Fiction:


Laguardia states that “Pete Bader, tough and smart, had become the spokesman and leader of the new settlers in Mason County simply by default.  No one questioned him.”  States that Tim Williamson sold “a poor horse to Charlie Bader” and refused to return the money.  – 34  Kills John Whorle – 34 / 35


Allies himself with George and Willy MacReady.  Mob kills Rich Sperry.  Allies with Ed Harper, the Bien brothers and Ed Wall.  Kills Jerry Scheinermann, a Bader cowboy, and “Doc” Hallornan, a hired gun. – 35  Names T. C. Kincaid as a Williamson killer. – 92  Kills Kincaid. – 93 Kills Charlie Bader. – 93 Kills Pete Bader but dies of spinal meningitis. – 95 

Robert Laguardia, “Dead Man’s War,” Climax, Exciting Storeis For Men, Volume 3, Number 5, February 1959, 32 – 35, 92 – 95. 

Sources:

Albert B. Reagan, “A Comanche Raid in 1860,” Hunter’s Frontier Times, 9; 3 December 1931, 138 – 140.

David Johnson

7980 Royal Avenue

Zionsville, IN 46077

A Byword For Terror -- Scott Cooley 


Synonymous with the Mason County War, Scott Cooley actions during 1875 secured his position in Texas feud history.  Yet beyond this relatively little is known of his life.  Perhaps this is natural.  Cooley died young, but unlike Billy the Kid he had no myth maker such as Walter Noble Burns to popularize his life.  Nor did he record his own biography like John Wesley Hardin.  Cooley remains obscure, and myths about the man are noted but seldom analyzed.   


Folklore concerning Scott Cooley abounds.  The most quoted story concerning Cooley is that his family were killed by Indians.  S. P. Elkins, a Texas Ranger who served with Cooley in Company D, recalled in his memoirs that:

His people were killed by the Indians several years before that in Palo Pinto county, in Kechi Valley.  Scott at that time was a small boy and the Indians took him captive.  He was afterwards recaptured by the whites. (1)


James B. Gillett, who also served with Cooley in Company D, recalled in his memoirs that Cooley had worked for cattleman Tim Williamson and made two drives up the trail to Kansas with him. (2)  From these two accounts some historians have concluded that Tim Williamson was somehow involved in Cooley's rescue.  One pulp fiction story even suggests that Williamson was Cooley's foster father. (3)  Almost all of it is false although there is an underlying kernel of truth in the tails.  This article is an initial attempt to bring Scott Cooley out of the shadows of history.


The earliest record of Cooley's immediate family located to date shows them living in the White River Township of Izard County, Arkansas.  "Matthias Cooly" gave his age as thirty-eight, born in Missouri. (4)  Living with him were his wife, Martha, age twenty-six and six children ranging in age from ten years old to nine months.  The youngest two children, John, age two, and Thomas were both noted as having been born in Arkansas while their next oldest sibling, Pleasant, was noted as age 4 born in Missouri. (5)  This would place the arrival of the Cooleys in Arkansas between 1846 and 1848.  Of particular interest in the census is six year old William Cooley whose birth would have been around 1844. (6)


Around 1856 or 1857 the family moved to Jack County, Texas.  On July 17, 1860, census for Jack County, C. A. Williams enumerated "Mathias Cooly" as a forty-five years old farmer born in Kentucky as was his forty year old wife Martha.  The oldest child now living in the household is nineteen year old Mary, noted as Polly in the 1850 census.  Here too, for the first time, appears the name Scott Cooley, age five. (7)  Conspicuously absent from the family are the oldest son, James, who is enumerated elsewhere, and William Cooley.  


Scott Cooley's full name was William Scott Cooley although he was obviously known as Scott.  Given that he was born around 1855 and his next oldest brother, Frank, was born around 1854, it appears logical that William Cooley noted in 1850 had died around that time.  Mathias and Martha had named their next son William Scott after him.


It is in Jack County the Cooley family that the folklore concerning Cooley first begins.  In his memoirs, Joe Chapman recalled that "Some time previous to the killing of my father [July 1860], the Indians had murdered a man named Cooley, our nearest neighbor, three miles away." (8)  Chapman was a resident of jack County, living some nine miles north of Jacksboro, and his account, mentioned in passing, has some merit and accounts for Elkins' statement.  Local historian Bill Dennis refuted the statement simply:  "No Cooleys killed by Indians." (9)  This is confirmed in a hand written petition from the citizens of Jack County to General William T. Sherman dated June 14, 1871.  In compiling the list of people killed by Indians one T. Tooley is noted as having been killed in 1860.  Immediately below his name is that of M. Chapman.  Tooley had been killed ten miles northwest of Jacksboro. (10)


But if none of the Cooleys were killed by Indians, the family does begin to emerge from the shadows of history in Jack County.  One of the earliest records indicates that on October 28, 1860 George W. Vanderburg married Mary Ann Cooley. (11)  Vanderburg, born in 1836, had arrived in Jack County from Ohio prior to 1860.  He was an early deputy sheriff.  During the trial of Satanta for his role in the Warren Massacre trial he was summoned as a prospective juror but dismissed. (12)    


The Civil War brought terror to Jack County in addition to the Indian raids.  One of the counties that voted against succession, in 1862 the county was involved to a limited extent in the vigilante violence that led to the great hanging in Gainesville.  Scott Cooley was seven years old at the time, and it is highly probable that his dislike and distrust of mobs stemmed from this incident.  On August 3, 1863 it was ordered that Mathias Cooley receive a cotton and wool card.  The following year he was listed as one of the qualified voters in the county. (13)  


On May 26, 1870, The Cooley family was shattered by the dead of Mathias Cooley.  M. K. Kellogg noted in his journal for 1872 that Pleasant Cooley, one of Scott's brothers, informed him that "His father was killed last year by a white boy - and he was killed by some men on the farm as revenge." (14)  In his history of Jack County, Thomas F. Horton provided further details of the murder.

This reminds me that Mr. Roan Cool[e]y, father of Tom Cooly, was killed in a cowcamp in 1872 or '73 by a man whose name I forget, who had but a few days previous married Mr. Cooly's daughter.  A Mr. Jim Cooley, son of Roan Cooley, with the cow outfit, with some other cowboys, pursued the man and killed him the night soon after killing Mr. Cool[e]y.  The man was discovered among the cow horses, presumably to secure himself a better mount as he was riding a sorry horse. (15)  



Cooley's killer was a man named Thomas Horton although no marriage record has been located showing that Horton had married one of the Cooleys.  (16)  No records were located in Jack County indicating that James Cooley was ever brought to trial for the shooting. (17)


During the 1870's Indian raids were common in the area.  The raids were violent, often accompanied by violent killings, and newspapers abound with accounts of the raids.  It was at this time that the Cooleys first rose to prominence in the area.  Historian Barbara Ledbetter writes that the family was "a gutsy bunch of frontiersmen." (18)  It is an radical understatement.  In later years S. P. Elkins would recall that Cooley had:

. . . a great hatred for the Indians, and when he got a chance he fought them hard and close.  Cooley had no fear and had a blood thirst for the Comanches. (19)

The raiders had come to Texas to kill and plunder.   Raised in an atmosphere of violence, the Cooley brothers would teach them lessons in savage warfare.  On January 20, 1872 three of the Cooleys tracked down part of a band estimated at twenty-seven men.


On Saturday the 20th, three young men, Cooley by name, living on Picket's ranche in White prairie came upon four Indians, and killed two of the four, one of whom they scalped while the other dead Indian was carried away by his companions.  The two dead Indians' horses were captured but the others succeeded in getting away with all the other horses.  The fight occurred one and a half miles from the ranche. (20)


One of the brothers involved was Pleasant Cooley.  Kellogg noted on June 27, 1872 that Pleasant Cooly "killed the Indian whose bones graced the tree we passed yesry."  Kellogg continued:

Cooley . . . had lost a mare & colt and in hunting the thieves came upon a body of Indians with the horses, among which he recognized his own.  A fire commenced between the parties which resulted in the killing of two Indians and capture of two horses.  Cooley scalped one - the other was dragged off by his fellows. (21)


The Cooleys were not finished with the Comanches yet.  Their next encounter was in May of the same year.


We learn from the Texas exchanges that the Indians made a raid on Wise county, but the sheriff and the Cooly boys got after them and killed them all.  (22)


Scott Cooley was now working as a drover, and in 1873 his name surfaced again in Ellsworth, Kansas, when he and one George Edwards registered at the Grand Central. (23)  This single record lends credence to statements made by James B. Gillett that Cooley worked for Tim Williamson and "had made two trips up the trail to Kansas with him." (24)  It was probably in Ellsworth that Williamson and Cooley met for the first time.


Timothy P. Williamson was born in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, on December 20, 1842 to Cyrus and Hannah Alexander Williamson.  The Williamsons were wealthy planters. (25) 
Following the death of his wife Hannah on February 3, 1855, Cyrus Williamson took his three sons to Texas.  Frederick Williamson recalled later that "My oldest brother's name was Lee.  He lived the most of his life in town.  He bankrupted my father and we came to Texas in 1855 . . ."  Cyrus died on the trip.  Fred and Tim Williamsons moved to Llano County where Tim Williamson married Mary Elizabeth Johnson, probably around 1863. (26)  Williamson moved to Loyal Valley in southern Mason County between 1870 and 1874.  Historian O. C. Fisher reports that Williamson was one of the early settlers of the western Mason eastern Kimble area.  "A neighbor to Louis Deats was one Tim Williamson.  He was in the cattle business, and, like all Kimble settlers, did a great deal of hunting to provide a livelihood for his family." (27)  


Cooley might well have remained in obscurity, but when the Texas Rangers were reorganized in 1874 he enlisted in Company D or the Frontier Battalion on May 25 at Blanco City under Captain C. R. Perry. (28)  He was described as five feet five inches tall with dark complexion, dark hair and dark eyes having the occupation "cowdriver."  Cooley gave his age as twenty-two.  He was actually nineteen. (29)  Cooley would later state that he was half Cherokee, probably through his mother.  This is noted in one contemporary newspaper that described him as "a short solid man, about twenty-eight years old, and looks like he might have some Cherokee blood in him."  (30)  Another description notes that he had a dark complexion, dark hair and small, black eyes.  Cooley was approximately five feet, six inches with "legs rather short in proportion to body, claims to be half Indian." (31)  He would serve as a corporal.  Within a month he would be back in Jack County and see action against the Comanches.


The commander of the Texas Rangers was John B. Jones, and one of the first actions was to make an inspection of the forces along the western frontier.  Jones took an escort of men from each company as he headed north.  From Perry's memoirs it appears that Cooley may have been part of the escort, possibly the leader. (32)  On July 12, 1874, Jones accompanied by Captain G. W. Stevens and other rangers went in pursuit of a band of raiders.  At Lost Valley they rode into an ambush.  In the resulting fight, Rangers D. W. H. Bailey and W. A. Glass were killed.  Two other Rangers, Lee Corn and George Moore, were wounded. (33)  


For reasons unknown, Cooley resigned his rank as corporal on August 15, 1874, but remained on the force as a private. (34)  That month the company was detailed to accompany John B. Jones to Mason County where the early stages of what would become the Mason County War. (35)  


On November 20, Company D again engaged hostile raiders.  Cooley and William Trayweek were on a beef detail when they encountered nine Indians near the head of Elm Creek. (36)  The Indians opened fire on the Rangers and pursued them to the Ranger camp.  Dan Roberts then attacked the Indians, pursuing them to the Big Saline.  Five of the raiders were killed in the fight and another captured. (37)  The Austin Daily Statesman provided further details.

. . . The Indians came down Elm within a few miles of camp, and, running in on a beef detail of two men, Scott Cooley and Billy Trawic [sic], opened fire upon them, when they fled to camp in hot haste, pursued by the Indians, who fired several shots, Cooley returning the fire. . . . The boys brought some fresh scalps with them and they report that Scott Cooley, who was fired at and run into camp, not only cut a wounded Indian's throat, but stripped a large piece of skin from his back, saying that he would make a quirt out of it. (38)   


It was the last major action of Cooley's career.  The state of Texas had decided to reduce the level of frontier protection provided to the settlers.  Victim of the parsimonious government, Cooley was discharged on December 4, 1874. (39)  He then moved to Menard County where he intended to take up ranching.  Nothing has been learned of the man during this time, but on May 13, 1875, Tim Williamson was murdered by a mob in eastern Mason County.    


From the information available, the killing of Williamson appears to have been set up by Sheriff John Clark.  Bad blood existed between the men.  As sheriff, one of Clark's functions was tax collection.  Gamel relates that in late April or early May Clark and Williamson "had a dispute over some taxes." (40)  The disagreement appears to have been over a town lot valued at $1,200. (41)  John O. Meusebach, also a resident of Loyal Valley, owned a store in Loyal Valley that was assessed at only $1,000, less than Williamson's private dwelling.  The tax far exceeded other private residences in Loyal Valley, and there was good reason to believe that the assessment was in error. (42)


Clark rode to Loyal Valley to confer with Williamson on the matter.  Finding that he was not at home, Clark "proceeded to abuse Williamson's wife." (43)  Why Clark abused Mary Williamson is subject to speculation, but abuse over a simple assessment error is irrational.  The intensity of this confrontation indicates that the probability of another reason.  The most logical answer lies in a number of arrests Clark had made the previous year.  Williamson was a witness against the lawman who was then under indictment for robbery and false imprisonment.  Williamson's reaction on learning of the incident he rode immediately to Mason intending to fight Clark.  Gamel recalled:

A few days later Williamson came to Mason and he and Clark met.  Clark was horseback and Williamson followed him around on foot and tried to get a fight out of him, but Clark refused to fight.  Shortly afterwards Williamson was charged with stealing a yearling and placed under arrest and gave bond. (44)  


At the time Williamson was under indictment on an old charge of theft of a yearling although the charge was not believed by many, including Dan Hoerster who posted bond for his friend. (45)  Hoerster, the county brand inspector, would not have posted bond for a cattle thief.  Yet in May of 1875 Clark persuaded him to give up the bond.

A Mr. Tim Williamson, a stock man living in Mason, was under a heavy bond for his appearance at Mason court.  Sometime in May he was met by Mr. Herster, [sic] one of his bondsmen, and Wohrlie [sic], deputy sheriff of Mason county, and was surrendered by Herster to Wohrlie. (46) 


How Clark persuaded Hoerster is unknown, but lacking proper bond, Clark was justified in rearresting Williamson until a new bond could be secured.  Clark then dispatched Deputy Sheriff Wohrle to arrest him at Karl Lehmberg's cattle camp in Llano County. (47)    


Wohrle executed the warrant for Williamson at Lehmberg's on Thursday, May 13.  Karl Lehmberg (48) immediately offered bond for Tim Williamson, but Wohrle refused. (49)  Lehmberg then headed for Mason with the pair to renew the bond.  Near Willow Creek they were met by mob members in an obviously prearranged ambush.

. . . He [Tim Williamson] again was in the hands of the law in the person of deputy Sheriff John Whorlie [sic: Wohrle], disarmed and on the road to Mason to renew a bond for his appearance at the District Court.  I have learned that a good bond was offered for him at Lehmberg's, where the re-arrest was made, but was not accepted, for what cause I know not but certain it is that whilst on the road to Mason with his surety Chas. Lehmberg he was set upon by 10 or 15 men with their faces blacked and foully murdered. (50)       

Lehmberg's presence was further confirmed by the San Antonio Express reported:

A MAN KILLED IN MASON COUNTY. --- The Fredericksburg Sentinel of the 15th states that Tim Williamson, in the custody of Sheriff Clark and accompanied by Carl Lehmberg, of Castell, Llano county, were attacked by a disguised mob, about three miles from Castell, on their way to Fort Mason, and that Tim Williamson was literally riddled with bullets.  Sheriff Clark escaped, but Mr. Carl Lehmberg, who is a prominent merchant of Llano county, had not been heard of. -- Austin  Statesman.  (51)


Doell identified the killer as Peter Bader and informed Sonnichsen that "It was all fixed up ahead of time."  When Wohrle and Williamson "reached the right place, they were waylaid."  According to Doell, Williamson was shot from his horse.  Peter Bader then ran up and killed the defenseless man. (52)


Gillett recalled:

. . . When he saw the pursuing men Williamson divined their purpose and begged the sheriff to let him run in an effort to save his life.  Worley refused and, it is said, drew his pistol and deliberately shot Williamson's horse through the loin, causing it to fall.  Unarmed and unmounted, Williamson was killed without a chance to protect himself and without any pretense of a trial.  After the murder Worley and the mob disappeared. (53)

Gamel confirms the report.

. . . It was reported that at the time Williamson ran, Worley shot Williamson's horse out from under him and the mob killed him.  It is said that Williamson asked the mob to remember his wife and children. (54)


Word of the killing reached Cooley while he was visiting his old friends of Company D.  One newspaper reported that when the news arrived "he sat down and cried with grief for the loss of one who he said was his best friend in the world, and declared then that he would have revenge." (55)  The mob would have done well to heed his words.  Undaunted and unrepentant, they did not.


The summer term of court in Mason began on July 12 .  It was a pivotal moment in the feud, and the cases were critical to ending mob rule in the region.  In the Williamson murder case, both John Wohrle and Karl Lehmberg would have been called to testify.  Nothing has survived of their testimony, but Wohrle would have had to explain why he killed Williamson's mount rather than resisting the killers or fleeing with the prisoner.  Both men would have been questioned as to the killers' identities.  Neither Lehmberg nor Wohrle were willing to identify the men and no indictments resulted.  One contemporary witness reported:


District Court, Judge W. W. Martin, the newly appointed judge vice Everett resigned, closed its session of five days last Friday, having pretty well cleared the docket of civil business, and also disposing of much criminal business.  The case of the State vs. McGrew, for murder, was continued, and the prisoner remanded to Fredericksburg jail, our own prison being considered insecure.  Only one criminal conviction was obtained and that a misdemeanor of common assault.


Our grand jury, composed of a fine and intelligent body of men, seemed to make pretty thorough investigations of offenses against the public peace and good order, but found not more than eight or ten indictments after five days inquest.  The new judge impresses every one with confidence in his official ability and integrity, and as it is rare to get such men now a-days, we hope to continue him in the position in case a new election is ordered under a new constitution. (56) 


Attorney Henry Holmes provided a less charitable view.  Writing in obvious disgust, Holmes stated that "No effort whatever so far as is known was made by the authorities to endeavor to discover the perpetrators of this outrage further than to hold a coroner's inquest over the remains." (57) 
Cooley viewed all of the proceedings as well.  Unlike Clark, Cooley did investigate the murder.  


Certain conclusions would have been inevitable.  The ambush of the men was prearranged, and only two men knew that Wohrle would arrest Williamson on that day, Clark and Wohrle.  It was simple to inform the mob and obvious that one or both of them had arranged the ambush.  Unlike Clark, Wohrle had no grudge against Williamson.  The logical conclusion is that Clark planned the ambush.


The killing of Williamson's horse was also testified to.  The story can only have come from Karl Lehmberg.   The reasons why are open to speculation, but subsequently he resigned his commission, an  indication that he was pressured to do so by either Clark, the mob or both.  


How Cooley learned the identities of the men involved in Williamson's killing is open to speculation, but likely the information came from Karl Lehmberg, the only eyewitness not connected with the mob.  Reluctant to identify the men in court, confiding in Cooley, a former Texas Ranger, presented a way for an independent investigation.    


On July 20 a local rancher, Henry Doell, was shot in his bedroll.  Controversy over the killing began immediately and persists to this day.  Some historians have theorized that the killer may have been Cooley, but there is no hard evidence to support the conclusion.  On the contrary, Scott Cooley had a very specific agenda in mind.  


The next killing would leave no doubts in anyone's mind. 


According to Gamel, Cooley left Mason and was gone about a month.  On his return he called on a gunsmith named Miller "and told him he wanted his gun fixed" since he was about ready to use it. (58)  Learning of Cooley's remarks, rancher John Gamel he immediately informed his brother Tom and the brothers immediately set out to find Wohrle and warn him about Cooley. (59)  Unlike the Gamel brothers, Cooley knew exactly where Whorle was.  

 
Several versions of Wohrle's killing exist.  Gillett reported that Cooley found Wohrle "engaged in cleaning out a well."  Cooley  asked for a drink of water then began talking with him.  When Wohrle began to draw his assistant out of the well, Cooley "declared his mission and shot Worley [sic] to death." (60)  A more sensationalized version reached the newspapers, providing what may have been the "official" version.


Horrible murder at Mason. -- From the Freie Presse of the 17th inst., we translate the following:


"On the 10th of August, during the afternoon, Mr. John Wohrly [sic] , a quiet respectable citizen and former Deputy Sheriff, was assisting a man by the name of Harcutt [sic] in digging a well, when a young man of about twenty-four years of age, rode up and began conversing with Wohrly in the most friendly manner, stating among other things that he was looking for two horses.  He asked Wohrly [sic]  for a piece of leather with which to fasten his gun to the saddle, which request was complied with.  While the villain was apparently fixing the leather to his saddle, Wohrly [sic]  and another man who was present, began hauling Harcutt [sic]  up from the bottom of the well.  While they were thus engaged the stranger took advantage of the opportunity to shoot Wohrly [sic]  through in the back of the head, the ball coming out near his nose.  Whorly fell dead, his companion, being without arms, fled, and Harcutt [sic]  fell to the bottom of the well, a distance of forty feet, where he remained senseless.


The murderer then fired six shots into the dead body of Wohrly, stabbed it in four places with his knife, and finally took his scalp, whereupon the fiend mounted his horse and rode off.


It is probable that the murder[er] will evade all earthly punishment, as he is evidently the paid assassin of men who will back him up." (61)


John Wohrle's killing was sensationalized across Texas.  One Galveston paper reported simply that "Worley was shot six times and then scalped." (62)  The Jacksboro paper carried a summary of the above article concluding "No clue" as to the motives or identity of the killer. (63)  Cooley's identity would not remain secret for long, and in Austin one paper soon reported:


The murder of John A. Whorly [sic], deputy sheriff of Mason county, of which we gave inaccurate details, some days ago, creates great excitement.  Scott Cooly [sic] was the murderer.  Seven bullets penetrated the head of Whorly, and Harcourt was found at the bottom of the well almost dead.  Cooly fled and has not been heard from.  It is believed that Cooly was paid to murder Whorly and Harcourt by the citizens of Fredericksburg, and amongst the distributors of bribes one is mentioned distinguished for piety.  The Governor has been asked to intervene to repress violence in Mason county.  The people are now thoroughly aroused, and if Scott Cooly be captured he will speedily make atonement for his misdeeds. (64)


Cooley fled west toward Bluff Creek where he encountered Tom Brite hauling a load of corn to his home.  Cooley asked for Brite's hat as he had lost his.  When Brite refused Cooley pulled Wohrle's scalp out.  Brite relinquished the hat without further protest. (65)  


Wohrle's killing left confusion in its wake.  That Wohrle had killed Williamson's mount was well known, yet the mob failed to grasp the motive and remained oblivious to their danger.  Cooley did not have the restraint that others had exercised early in the feud.  There would be no reprieve or mercy.  The next killing would leave no doubts that vengeance had come for the mob.


On August 19 Carl Bader was cutting top fodder in his field when he was ridden down and unceremoniously killed.  The Bader killing proved as controversial as Doell's.  Part of the controversy lies in the fact that the date of Bader's death was uncertain for a number of years.  Sonnichsen placed the killing in November of 1875 based on the San Antonio Herald of January 20, 1876, which mentions the killing "about" two months earlier. (66)  Church records record Bader's death on August 19, 1875. (67)  Gillett's recalled simply that Cooley killed Bader.


Making a quick ride across Mason County to the western edge of Llano County, Cooley waylaid and killed Pete Border [sic:  Carl Bader], the second on his list of mob members. (68)


Following Bader's killing, Cooley again dropped from sight, but true fear now ruled the county.  Gillett notes that the killings "struck terror into the heart of nearly every citizen of Mason County." (69)  The Austin Daily Statesman reported:


No arrests have been made, and every man about Mason is afraid to open his mouth one way or the other.  Neighbors are afraid of each other, and will not travel the road in company with any man.  Lieutenant Roberts may succeed in restoring quietness, but the apprehension is that the worst has not come. (70)



The two killings required action on Clark's part.  Clark convinced the governor to offer a reward on Cooley.  Coke obliged, offering a $300 reward on September 6, 1875. (71)  Decisive action was needed to show his followers. His subsequent actions were disastrous.  


Clark now paid a man named Jim Chaney (or Cheyney) fifty dollars to ride to Loyal Valley and inform Moses Baird and George Gladden that they were wanted in Mason for some unknown reason.  Chaney arrived in Loyal Valley on September 7 and apparently spent little effort in convincing them.  The men saddled up immediately and set off for Mason but never caught Chaney who had ridden on ahead. (72)
 At Hedwig's Hill, the natural stopping point on the road from Loyal Valley to Mason, Baird and Gladden were ambushed at Keller's store.  Baird was killed and Gladden badly wounded.  Credit for Baird's killing has been assigned to Peter Bader.  The shootings outraged the region, and one San Antonio paper reported:   


KILLING AT FREDERICKSBURG. -- A letter from Fredericksburg, dated Sept. 8th., has been received in this city, and conveys the following startling news:  "H-ll has broke loose up here.  Mose Beard was killed yesterday; Geo. Gladden is badly wounded, but there is some hope of his getting well.  He is shot through the arm, and in the face.  All this happened at Keller's store on the Llano."


We fear this is but the beginning of a bloody solution of the difficulties about stock, that have become so serious of late. (73)



Lucia Holmes recorded simply "Two more murders on Monday night -- Mose Beard and George Gladden -- Gladden still alive." (74)  Her husband immediately wrote to the governor to draw attention to the violence in the county.  Holmes reported that "The stories of the killing are dramatically opposite and I certainly can not inform you as to whom the cause most attaches.  The men shot were alone and were killed by a large number of Germans."  Holmes continued.  


The Germans claim that Beard [sic] and Gladden began the fight firing about fifty shots at ten or twelve paces from Mr. Clark.  No one was hurt however except the two men Beard and Gladden.


Mr. Beard is a man of large connexions [sic] in Burnet County and if something is not done a civil war will be inaugurated --


Holmes clearly realized that the situation had gone beyond Mason's ability to control it, noting that the local authorities were paralyzed.  Beyond this he reported that in late August or early September a large public meeting had been held where Clark and the other county officials were requested to resign.  


The Sheriff has not done so but still is leader of a band composed exclusively of Germans.  He is a fugitive from justice there being five indictments against him in Llano County for Robbery and false imprisonment -- he cannot be arrested with the force at the disposal of the justices and now holds the County in awe with some fifty men.  The lives of all those who do not belong to the mob are in danger and quiet can hardly be restored until some steps are taken to bring the perpetrators of the late murders (10) to justice and this cannot be done in this county be any jury grand or petit summoned from the vicinity. (75)

No effort was made by Clark or his "posse" to arrest Gladden.  Instead he was carried back to Loyal Valley for medical attention.    



The Baird connections quickly became evident.  A large number of allies from Llano and Burnet Counties accompanied a wagon to Hedwig's Hill to get Moses Baird's body.  In later years one of the riders, Bill Faris, told his grandchildren that "They were so upset by the news that they did not eat before they left.  When they arrived they found Mose so ripe that they could not eat on the way back.  Vultures followed the wagon all the way back to Burnet." (76)  Sam Tanner, who drove the wagon, informed his family that he made the entire trip with his rifle across his lap, fully expecting to be shot off the wagon at any moment. (77)  


If ever there was a time for Clark to defuse the situation, it was now.  Instead the beleaguered lawman garrisoned Hedwig's Hill in anticipation of an attack.  Instead another man seized the opportunity to gather allies in his quest for vengeance.  Scott Cooley met with Baird at Loyal Valley in whom he found a ready ally.  More importantly, the Bairds were well connected with ties of business, family and friendship to many of the most powerful families in Llano and Burnet Counties.


For John Baird submitting his grievance to the law meant John Clark, the leader of his brother's killers.  If justice was to be had, Baird would have to take matters into his own hands.  He would not keep the mob waiting.  Men were already on their way to avenge Baird.  The mob had had its day.  The soon found themselves engaged in a bloody war for survival.   


 Holmes' letter brought belated action to the war torn community.  Governor Coke ordered Adjutant General William Steele to place a lieutenant and "at least thirty men in Mason County to preserve the peace." (78)  Jones received his orders on September 26.  It was already too late to prevent further killing. 


On September 25, 1875 Scott Cooley and six or eight other men rode boldly into Mason.  While Cooley and most of the others waited, John Ringo and a man identified as Williams rode out to the home of Jim Cheyney and unceremoniously gunned him down.  The pair returned to Mason and, after eating a leisurely breakfast at Lace Bridges' hotel Cooley told county justice Wilson Hey, "You go inside and tell Mrs. Bridges there is some fresh meat up the creek." (79) 


Four days later Cooley, John Baird, George Gladden and a black cowboy identified as Booker (80) rode into Mason hunting John Clark.  While Booker secured the men's horses, the trio took up positions on the northwest part of town.  They did not wait long.  Daniel Hoerster, accompanied by his brother-in-law Peter Jordan and Henry Pluenneke, were riding into Mason.  As they approached Baird shot Hoerster in the throat with his shotgun.  Jordan and Pluenneke managed to reach the Southern Hotel opposite the shop and in the resulting gun battle both Gladden and Jordan were wounded.  


Unknown to Cooley and the others, Major John B. Jones and his Rangers had reached Mason County on September 28.  At Hedwig's Hill he rode into an ambush when "fifteen or twenty men, armed with Winchester carbines and six-shooters rose up from behind a stone wall ready to fight."  Violence was avoided, and Jones was informed by Sheriff Clark that they had received a report that "the Gladden party of Cold Springs [Loyal Valley] and the Beard [sic] party from Burnett [sic], some thirty men in all, were at Cold Springs and intended coming up today or tonight to "burn out the Dutch."  Jones returned to Loyal Valley and found a community prepared for the worst.

I find the houses closed a deathlike stillness in the place and an evident suspense if not dread in the minds of the inhabitants.  Every man is armed but so far as I have been able to ascertain there is no body of armed men in or near the place, at present.  In fact there are scarcely any men here and as yet I have not been able to ascertain where they are. (81)


Daniel Hoerster was a popular man, and Lucia Holmes recorded sadly:


Came out on the galery [sic] and heard a lot of shooting uptown -- Poor Dan Herster [sic] killed -- Two men came riding to the house and we all went in and locked the doors -- Antone Herster was with us -- they proved to be Germans. We were all fearfully frightened. . . . Town full of Germans and Clark here too.  Rangers and Mr. Jones in. (82)


Jones sent three scouts in pursuit of the men but was pessimistic about his chances for success.


I have three parties out after them now and will have the county thoroughly searched for them but have very little hope of catching them at present as they are well mounted, know the country well and have many friends in this, and the adjoining Counties.  The National prejudice is so very bitter here.  American against German and vice versa, that I find it impossible to get a consistent or reliable account of the troubles and am sorry to have to report that very few of the Americans whom I have met yet manifest any disposition to assist in the arrest of the perpetrators of yesterdays deed, or any particular desire to have them arrested. (83)


His words were prophetic.  None of them were apprehended.  In the weeks that followed Mason County's mob learned hard lessons about terror. 


The terror that gripped Mason in the fall of 1875 is almost incomprehensible.  Rumor was rampant, and the tales spread fear in the community.  At the same time Clark and his men rode to Loyal Valley and terrorized the community.  Citizens of the community informed Jones of the raid.



. . . Yesterday [October 3] about at dinner time an armed force of 30 to 40 men entered this town and searched nearly every house without our knowing for what purpose.  To day just at daybreak we were told that it was a posse of the Sheriff.  But as far as we know Sheriff Clark has resigned and the new Sheriff seated has not as yet qualified.  We wish to know whether this party searching and disturbing us in our homes is acting under your orders.  We are willing cordially to welcome and to cooperate with the Troops under your command and under your orders.  We wish you would station a detachment of these State Troops here at this place immediately and we pledge ourselves to aid them all in our power to preserve peace and good order, be we are not willing to submit to the dictates of one party [while] our families [are] being harassed by the repeated searches, and disturbed, and in fear day and night. . . . (84)   


While Sheriff Clark was terrorizing Mason, Jones was learning hard lessons about the feud.  The Rangers he had taken to Mason were composed of Company A and nine men from Company D under the command of Sergeant N. O. Reynolds. (85)  The Company D Rangers had made up their minds as to the right and wrong of the matter, coming down firmly on the side of Scott Cooley.  James B. Gillett, a Company D Ranger, recalled in his memoirs that when he arrived in Mason Jones sent out a number of scouts to hunt Cooley.  The scouts proved fruitless, and after two weeks he "learned that nearly the whole of his command, especially the Company D boys who had ranged with Cooley" were in sympathy with the former Ranger.  "It was even charged that some of the Company D rangers met Cooley at night on the outskirts of Mason and told him they did not care if he killed every damned Dutchman in Mason County who formed part of the mob that had murdered Williamson." (86)


It was an intolerable situation.  Jones addressed the troops and advised them that, while the murder of Tim Williamson had been horrible, it did not justify Cooley's war against the mob.  Jones offered any of the men who felt that they did not want to hunt Cooley an honorable discharge.  Records indicate only three men resigned at this time.  On October 7, 1875, N. O. Reynolds and James P. Day, both of Company D, were discharged on the grounds that "they cannot conscientiously discharge" their duties. (87)  Four days later Paul Durham, also of Company D, received his discharge on the same grounds as Reynolds and Day. (88)  


In retrospect Jones should have been concerned about those who did resign.  The presence of the Rangers served to deter further violence, but Jones soon discovered that Company D was worse than useless in hunting Cooley and his allies.  Company A proved no better, and local law enforcement did nothing to bring them to justice.  


Part of the folklore surrounding the feud is that Scott Cooley was the leader of the "American" faction.  The records provide no evidence to suggest that his vendetta aroused the community as a whole other then generating passive supporters.  It was not until Moses Baird was killed that significant numbers of men rallied against the mob.  From the time Cooley allied himself with John Baird, he effectively took a secondary role in the feud.  John Baird, not Cooley, was the leader of the anti-mob faction.  This did not prevent the local press from naming Cooley as their leader however.  One paper reported: 


Martin delivered a very decided and fearless charge to the grand jury, and while he did not fail to call all the lawless acts that have been committed by their right name, he imputed the principal wrong to those citizens who raised the first mob to kill men who were already in the custody of the law.  The war that has since been waged has been one of retaliation, and the Cooley party saw that they will not rest until they have killed two or three other individuals whom they do not hesitate to name. (88)  


In December 1875 dawned the situation was sarcastically summed up by one correspondent calling himself "Alizan".


Law and order once more prevail in Mason county almost as completely as it does down in DeWitt county -- that is to say, that the people are shooting each other with renewed energy.  Whenever I meet the driver of the Mason stage and inquire the news from Mason, he smiles in that quiet, pensive way peculiar to stage drivers, and says something about the people being busy killing or burying another fellow just as the stage left. (89)


Alizan was not the only person disgusted with the state of affairs.  The Austin Daily Statesman quipped:


The Cuero Star should proclaim it, and the people of Mason never forget that few people of the better class care to emigrate to a country where they think it necessary to wear a six-shooter at their side, a bowie knife in their boot, and keep an eye over both shoulders to insure safety. (90)


During December there was a lull in the fighting, but Cooley now ranged freely across Mason County.      


Cooley and party were in town last night [December 13] some estimate the number to be 11.  They have been in Loyal Valley a few days ago and in fact they are becoming more bold every day.  (91)          


Cooley would not remain at large for long however.  Following his trip to Mason, Cooley returned to Burnet where, in late December, he and John Ringo were arrested on December 27 by Sheriff John Clymer and his deputy, J. J. Strickland charged with threatening their lives. (92)  News of the arrest created a furor.  Armed men demanded the release of the prisoners, and Clymer was forced to put additional guards on the payroll.  


 WAR IN BURNET -- Ex-Policeman Johnson returned from Burnet Friday [December 31, 1875], where he had been to conduct a prisoner, and reports a horrible state of affairs in that town.  The notorious desperado Cooley and one of his companions had been arrested and placed in the Burnet jail, and when Mr. Johnson arrived there about twenty men were dashing about the town threatening to break open the jail, which was being guarded by fifty or more men, and liberating the prisoners.  There was so much excitement in the place in the morning that the sheriff would not receive the prisoner taken up by Mr. Johnson, as he was in constant expectation of an attack.  Later in the day however, the prisoner was received, and Mr. Johnson then started home, meeting many armed men along the road.  A feeling of dread and insecurity for life seemed to pervade the entire community, and strangers were anxious to get out of those parts. (93)  


In Austin the posse stopped to eat.  Cooley and Ringo found themselves the center of attention when a large group gathered to see the men "who have in the past few months, with others, been "on the rampage" in the counties of Mason and Burnet." (94)    


While Cooley and Ringo waited in jail Peter Bader ran out of time.  On January 13, 1876, he was killed by John Baird.  Ira Long, commanding Company A, reported Bader's death to Jones on January 15 that he had heard "from the Stage driver this morning, that Peter Border [sic] was killed two days ago on Llano River four miles below Limhburg's [sic:  Lehmberg's]." (95)  Bader's death effectively ended Baird and Cooley's quest for revenge.  Satisfied that justice had been meted out, Baird withdrew from the feud.  


Cooley and Ringo were indicted on February 1, 1876.  In mid-March, having been transferred to Lampasas County on a change of venue from Burnet, Cooley and Ringo were in the news again. (96)  Both Baird and Gladden had dropped from sight, and on the surface things were deceptively calm.     


For Sheriff Albertus Sweet of Lampasas, receiving two of the men who had turned Mason County upside down came during a lull in the Horrell - Higgins feud.  Sweet had problems with the Horrell brothers stemming back to 1874.  Adding Cooley and Ringo into the mix was like pouring gasoline on a fire.  It was anything but a routine receipt. (97)  Sweet had served as a deputy in 1873 and was elected sheriff on December 3 of the same year.  By 1876 he was not only sheriff but city marshal as well.  Undoubtedly a tough man, he knew full well how to handle feudists.  Sweet put a round-the-clock guard on the men, secure in the knowledge that he had them well confined.  


What Sweet did not know was that the allies of Cooley and Ringo had already breached the security of his jail.  According to family descendants Bud Faris had deliberately allowed himself to be arrested in Lampasas on a minor charge in order to learn about the jail's security.  Their friends were determined not to trust Cooley and Ringo's lives to mob rule.


John Baird gathered forces in Llano County feeling an obligation to those who had supported him.  On April 30 his allies made the next move in the feud.


DISAGREEABLE. -- Between midnight and daylight on Sunday last, four disguised men suddenly sprang upon the jail guard at Lampasas, seized and tied him to a picket fence, his face towards the foe and his back towards the fence.  They with pistols presented towards him, commanded him to be silent or die.  He didn't die.  Two of the four proceeded to the jail, and after handing Scott Cooley a file, they began boring and chiseling to make a hole where by the prisoners (Cooley and John Ringo) might escape.  But they were compelled to raise the siege without obtaining their object.  The near approach of daylight is supposed to have caused them to abandon their enterprise.  The guard was carried about two miles on the San Saba road and turned loose upon the range.  He returned to his old feeding place about daylight, and, after calmly surveying the premises and making himself sure that his late companions were all gone, and conscientiously believing that his obligation of silence and secrecy were removed, he dared to speak, and speaking he said he was thankful it was as well with him as it was. -- Burnet Buletin. [sic] (98)  


Baird's failure to release Cooley and Ringo alerted Sweet.  The sheriff added guards and had the prisoners hobbled.  Sweet took all the measures that an experienced officer would.  It was unthinkable that a second attempt would be made to free the prisoners hard on the heels of the first with the heightened security.  Sweet and the residents of Lampasas underestimated his opposition.  The unthinkable was about to happen.


Having failed in their first attempt, four days later the Baird faction returned in force.  The men first went to Sweet's home where they demanded the jail keys.  Sweet reluctantly produced the keys after the men told him that they would kill both him and his family and have the keys anyway if he did not cooperate. (99)  After securing the sheriff and his family they moved on toward the jail where they encountered Deputy Sheriff J. T. Walker and another guard.  Walker later testified that:   


They told me that they had gotten the keys from Mr. Sweet & that they only wanted Cooley & Ringo & would not take any others out.  We were poorly armed and had not sufficient numbers of Guards to give them a fight & I told them I reckoned they would have to have them. (100)


Cooley and Ringo  were liberated.  The men then headed for Joe Olney's ranch in Llano County.  Located just south of the present Burnet - Llano road, the ranch was close to a ford.  A number of travelers were startled to find Cooley and Ringo at liberty in the area.  One of them was James Newton Randle.

. . . I know the time that I heard the Lampasas Jail was broken open it was the 5th day of May 1876.  I heard it at Joe Olney's in Llano County.  The day I heard it was broke Jack Carson, Bill Wills, Charly Furgguson, Ed Cavin, Scott Cooley & John Ringo were there.  They did not all come there together.  Joe Olney came for his breakfast, and I think Mr. Ringo came next & alone.  I do not remember who came next.  Jack Carson and Jim Mason came together.  They all came before noon -- Cooley came in after Mason & Carson. (101)



Sheriff William P. Hoskins of Llano County also encountered the men at Olney's.  Hoskins stated that he had arrived at Olney's and found Joe Olney, Jack Carson, Andy Murchison, Bud Farris, Jim Mason, Bill Wills, Charley Ferguson and "some three or four others" there in company with Ringo and Cooley.  Hoskins' sudden appearance created a furor among the men.


I went to see Joe Olney on official business & got within 25 yards of the house before they saw me.  There appeared to be considerable excitement among them when they saw me, some got on their horses and others picked up their guns.  I continued to ride up to them and spoke to Joe Olney and he asked me to get down.  When I got down Scott Cooley threw a cartridge in his gun & step[p]ed behind his horse. (102)



From Olney's the fugitives headed west to Mason.  By May 8 they were back in Mason, and Lucia Holmes noted in her diary:


Scott Cooley and a crowd here -- No one knows what they are after. . . .  Eve -- . . . Some shooting up town.  Feel so frightened. -- How I wish Hal was here. (103)

 Cooley and his "crowd" remained in Mason throughout the following day.  Tension was high, and Lucia Holmes noted:


Scott Cooley not gone yet -- Eve -- Scott Cooley back in town with Tom Gamel -- lots of shooting in town. (104)


Why Cooley returned to Mason is unknown.  Despite fears that the war would continue, there was no violence beyond what seems to have been a celebration.  Cooley and Ringo then rode to Loyal Valley and ate dinner at the hotel "with perfect composure" and departed. (105)


Cooley separated from Ringo and headed for Blanco County where he had friends.  At Fredericksburg he stopped to eat at the Nimitz Hotel.  Accounts from this point vary.  Gamel recalled in his memoirs that after he finished eating Cooley 

. . . purchased a bottle of whiskey.  When he got twelve miles out of Fredericksburg, he rode up to a fellow's house by the name of Moore and got down off his horse and laid down and said, "Moore, I am an awful sick man," and in a few minutes he was dead.  It was supposed that there was poison in the whiskey he purchased . . . (106)


Newspapers made no mention of poison.  The Dallas Herald reported simply that Cooley "died of congestion of the brain" near Fredericksburg. (107)  The Houston Telegraph provided additional details.








Blanco, June 10, 1876.

The notorious Scott Cooley died this morning about one o'clock, at the house of Esquire D. Maddox, nine miles north of Blanco, of brain fever. (108)


In later years rancher Max Gipson would recall that "Wid" Felps, who considered Cooley a likable man, found him raving in a tree.  Felps brought him to the home of Dan Maddox where Cooley died in considerable agony.  The symptoms described by the family story are symptomatic of a metallic poisoning. (109)  


The death of Scott Cooley on June 10, 1876, is traditionally regarded as the end of the Mason County War.  It was not.  The fire and unrelenting hatred he brought to the feud were gone.  Other forces remained however, and the war continued.
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